
 

Woodlands Park (the Spinney) 
Survey Findings and Planned Works for 2021  
We’d like to thank everyone who completed our online survey at the end of 2020. We received over 

300 responses and are now developing the improvements to be carried out during 2021. 

Key survey findings 
 84% of people responding use the park either daily or weekly, with 46% using the park daily. 

 The main reason people listed for using the park was walking (66%), with playing (50%), dog 

walking (42%), meeting friends (36%) and commuting through (34%) also scoring highly. 

 The key facilities are all well used – 68% use the play area, 66% benches, 62% the wildlife 

pond and picnic area and 37% the multi-use games area.  

Likes 
Some of key things people like about the park are as follows: 

o It’s size and openness 

o The trees, hedges and wildlife pond 

o The fact that there are different areas for different activities, including some dog 

free areas e.g. play and wildlife areas 

o The stream 

o The circular path for walking and children on bikes/scooters 

o Good for both children and dog walking 

o It’s safe and secure 

Dislikes 
Some of the things people dislike about the park are as follows: 

o Not enough benches, existing in poor repair and seats too low 

o Pond has fallen into disrepair 

o Play area small and only suitable for very young children 

o Some anti-social behaviour in evenings and rubbish left next to multi-use games 

area and in wildlife area 

o Dogs running free/not kept under control and dog mess 

o Poor drainage/water-logging of main field  

o Lack of lighting in winter 

Seating 

 78% of people said they’d like to see more seating, in particular: 

o Repair/replacement of existing benches is needed with existing benches very low 

o More picnic benches in both the main park and play area were popular 

Tree Planting 

 73% of people said they’d like to see more tree planting, in particular: 

o The proposed areas for tree planting were supported 

o Monitoring of new trees is required 

o The need to keep some open spaces was highlighted 

o Some existing trees need to be better maintained  



o Fruit and nut trees were popular 

Wildflower/Grass areas 

 85% of people said they would be happy to see some areas of grass left to grow longer for 

the benefit of wildlife, in particular: 

o Wildflower planting 

o On the stream side of the park 

o The need to ensure it doesn’t encourage dog fouling or littering was highlighted 

o Interpretation of these areas was suggested to avoid people thinking they just 

haven’t been cut 

Play Equipment 
78% of people said they/their children would be interested in having additional play equipment, 

suggestions included: 

o Zip wire, large wooden climbing frame, monkey bars, big slide, trampoline, 

roundabout – several mentions of Plymouth’s Central Park as an example (as well as 

SHDC sites at Woodburn Close and Lower Brook Drive in Ivybridge and Courtenay 

Park, Salcombe) 

o Equipment for 6-11 years as current junior swings not enough  

o Scooter/skate/bike facilities  

o Wooden obstacle course equipment dotted around park/main field  

o Adult fitness equipment was also popular 

Wildlife pond and picnic area 
93% of people said they would like to see improvements to the wildlife pond and picnic area (e.g. 

tree, shrub and bulb planting, planting of native hedge along northern fence line, ensuring open 

water adjacent to pond dipping platform). Suggestions included: 

o Dipping platform needs replacing/refurbishing 

o Opportunity for interpretation highlighted 

o Great asset but needs to be improved and maintained (pond and leat) 

o Could also have bug hotels, log piles for wildlife etc. in this area 

o Perimeter of pond to be marked more clearly 

Other Suggestions 
Other suggestions included: 

o Adult fitness equipment 

o Scooter/skate/bike facilities 

o Lighting would be useful 

o Paths could usefully be wider  

o Bin and fence/gates at Cornwood Road end useful 

o Reinstate edge of stream where it has eroded 

o Café/area for takeaway coffee van 

o Improve fence along play area so dogs can’t get through 

o Covered seating area 

o More bins 

o Football goals 



Priorities 
When people were asked to prioritise the proposed improvements, the most popular 

improvements, in order, were: 

o Improvements to wildlife pond and picnic area  

o Additional play equipment  

o More seating 

o More tree planting 

o Grass left longer for wildlife 

o Other  

29% would be interested in becoming a member of a friends group 

Proposed improvements 
Working within the budgets available, and responding to the survey results, we’re proposing to 

undertake the following improvement works. The money for the improvements has largely come 

from the section 106 agreement made with Persimmon Homes, the firm behind the local Harford 

Mews development. Further funding, specifically for tree planting, has come from the Langage 

Landscape Fund following the development of the Energy Centre near Plympton. 

Wildlife pond and picnic area (spring – summer 2021) 

 Clear weed from the edge of the pond and dipping platform to define the edge - complete 

 Refurbish the dipping platform. 

 Provide an information panel adjacent to the dipping platform panel describing the wildlife 

people are likely to encounter. 

 Provide additional habitat for wildlife through the provision of a new hedgerow along the 

northern boundary, additional tree planting, provision of bat and bird boxes and provision of 

bug hotels.  

Play equipment (late summer/early autumn 2021) 

 Provide an additional piece of play equipment for 6-11 year olds. 

 Further consultation will be undertaken once potential designs are available.  

Seating (spring 2021) 

 Replace existing seating where needed. 

 Add additional seating, including picnic benches, near the new play equipment 

Tree planting (phased spring 2021/autumn 2021/spring 2022) 

 Additional tree planting within the park to commence in March 2021. Further phases to be 

carried out in autumn 2021 and spring 2022. The main open space will remain clear. 

 Volunteer days for tree planting will be run where covid-19 restrictions allow – look out for 

notices within the park. 

Memorial benches and trees 
We’re providing a one-off opportunity for local residents to purchase half price memorial benches or 

trees at the park. The cost for a bench is £800 (normally £1,600) to include installation, a 

commemorative plaque and a 10-year maintenance scheme. The cost for a tree or copse is £140 

(normally £280) to include purchase, planting, memorial plaque and follow-up maintenance. Donors 

can also help to plant the trees. 



To register your interest in a memorial bench or tree please contact South Hams District Council at 

parks@swdevon.gov.uk  

Alongside the above, we will provide a new park information board and notice board to replace the 

existing one near the Woodland Road entrance. We will also leave some grass longer for wildlife, 

particularly around areas where new trees are planted.  As per the consultation responses we will 

need to ensure longer grass does not encourage dog fouling or littering. 

We’re also keen to develop a friends group and have left a small amount of funding unallocated to 

fund ideas generated by this group. 

Why aren’t we taking forward all of the suggestions? 
Unfortunately the money available doesn’t allow us to undertake all of the improvements identified 

in the survey. We’ve had to prioritise to use the money as effectively as possible to enhance facilities 

for all. 

Feedback on some of the other ideas raised in the survey responses is provided below. 

 Adult fitness equipment – this is likely to be installed at Filham Park in the future. From the 

survey results it was considered that children’s play facilities should take priority at 

Woodlands Park.  

 Skate/scooter/bike facilities – a pump track and skate facility is likely to be installed at 

Filham Park in the future to cater for this demand.  

 Lighting of the path from Cornwood to Woodland Road – lighting would have impacts on 

wildlife and can give a false sense of security in spaces without good natural surveillance. 

 Wider paths – the paths are considered to be good already compared to most parks. It 

would be very expensive to widen the paths, and the survey results indicate other priorities 

that are considered to provide greater benefits.  
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